
 

Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award  
 

The Humane Society of Central Washington is one of thousands of organizations that have joined 

forces to deliver the Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award and honor the volunteers who strengthen 

our Nation.  
 

ñWe are extremely proud to recognize our most outstanding volunteers with the Presidentôs Volun-
teer Service Award,ò said Alan Landvoy, Executive Director.  ñOur volunteers are role models in our 
community, donating their time, energy and talent to bring us closer together as neighbors and a 
Nation. The Award is our way of thanking these volunteers and inspiring everyone in our community 

to make volunteering a central part of their lives.ò 
 

ñEven if youôve never volunteered before, the Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award is within your 
reach,ò Elaine Williams said. ñThere are so many ways to contribute, and every volunteer hour 

makes a difference in improving the quality of life for the homeless animals in our community. We 
encourage everyone to get involved and to bring along your family, friends and neighbors. Together, 

we can strengthen America ï one hour at a time.ò 
 

All Award recipients receive a personalized certificate of achievement, a congratulatory letter from 
the President of the United States, a congratulatory letter from the Presidentôs Council on Service 

and Civic Participation, and an official Presidentôs Award pin. 
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MISSION  
 

The Humane Society of Cen-
tral Washington is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to protecting and serv-
ing the animals of Yakima 
County. Our mission is to end 
animal suffering and cruelty, 
reduce animal overpopulation, 
and educate the public re-
garding responsible pet own-
ership while promoting com-
munity kindness and commit-
ment to their welfare.  
 

2405 W. Birchfield Rd. 
Yakima, WA 98901 

(509) 457-6854 
www.yakimahumane.org 

information@yakimahumane.org 
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Greetingséfrom the Volunteer Desk 
 

The holiday season is upon us and is a time of reflection 

and hope for the future. This past year has brought new 

direction to our volunteer program and we would like to 
thank our volunteers for their time and effort in making our 

shelter a better place for the pets who are here awaiting 
their forever homes. 
 

We have many young volunteers who see our shelter as a 

way not only to complete their community service hours for 
school, but also as an introduction to a potential career in 

animal care and education. Our volunteers know that when you touch the life of a pet in need, you 
enhance your own life as well.  
 

We have recently partnered with Yakima Y.M.C.A.ôs Aspire Program serving as a venue for young 

people and their mentors to share time with each other, learn about kindness and share in the life of 
a shelter animal. This is a work in progress and we hope the New Year will allow us to expand this 

program and continue to widen our circle of friends in the community.  
 

What do our volunteers do?  Our shelter volunteers are walking and grooming dogs, taking pho-
tographs of adoptable pets and keeping our kennels and grounds clean. Volunteers are also helping 

with our lost and found listings, front desk duties and the fostering of pets that need a little extra 

help in preparation for adoption.  
 

The staff at the Humane Society of Central Washington wish to extend special thanks and holiday 

wishes to our volunteers and helpers throughout the year, and of course we invite new volunteers to 

join us!  
 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact us. Our application and orientation process is 

easy and we can work around your schedule. The gift of YOUR TIME is precious to us and would be 

a wonderful holiday present for our shelter. Happy Holidays!  
 

Elaine Williams 
Volunteer Coordinator 

 



Happy Tails!  
 

Hello Yakima Animal Shelter, just wanted to send you an up-

date and some photos of the puppy my wife and I adopted on 
Saturday, October 13, 2007. 
 

Pogo, now named "Jake,ò blended himself into our house al-

most immediately. Our 1 1/2 year old Border Collie mix and our 
13+ year old Rottweiler have taken to him as if he were their 

very own. The resemblance between them is uncanny don't 
you think.  
 

He's a perfect fit. They frolic 

and roughhouse with Jake 
constantly and they show him 

the ropes around the house 

and our 1 acre property. We 
couldn't be more pleased with 

him and it was well worth the 
drive from Lake Stevens. 
 

Thank you all, 

Bert and Debbie Holland 

Local Girl Scout Troop Helps To Spread The Wordé. 
 

A special ñthank youò goes to the Girl Scout Troop #103 of Yakima for all their hard 

work in creating a wonderful and educational tool for the youth in Yakima county. 
Through hard work and a dedication to spreading the word about responsible pet own-

ership these truly insightful young ladies put together a coloring book that is used in 

educational visits to local elementary schools and also for youths visiting the shelter. 
After all this they still found the time to help out at our annual ñSee Spot Runò fund-

raising event and other local activities supporting the Humane Society and homeless 
pets. The Humane Society is extremely grateful to and inspired by the devotion of 

these young ladies. Keep up the good work girls! 

Evening and weekend classes are available.  Call (509) 834 -2652 for more information.  
  A portion of class proceeds to benefit the Humane Society of Central Washington.  

Your Pet  

is counting on 
you.  

 
What Will You 

Do When an 

Emergency 
Strikes?  

 

 

$3.00 Off Pet First Aid Course with this Coupon  
(Original Price $32.00)  

Yakima Valley Red Cross  
302 South Second Street, Yakima, WA  98901 (509) 834-2652 

    Pet First Aid / CPR Training  

Prepare Yourself and Your Pet Before Thereôs an Emergency 

Pet Overpopulation In Yakima  
 

The statistics are staggering. More than 70,000 puppies and kittens are born in this country every day while only 10,000 peop le 

are born. It's simple math - there just arenôt enough homes for all of these animals. 
 

Spay and Neuter Assistance Program (S.N.A.P.), was implemented in Yakima County in 2005 to help decrease unwanted litters 
of pets and has grown significantly through the years. Since itôs inception, more than 384 pets (234 dogs & 150 cats) have been 

altered! Every year in the U.S. over 20 million animals end up in a shelter, and the deaths of many of these abandoned animal s 
could have been prevented by spaying and neutering. According to the American Humane Association, just one female cat can 

produce 420,000 offspring within just 7 years. One unaltered female dog can produce 67,000 pups.  
 

Every cat or dog who dies as a result of pet overpopulationðwhether humanely in a shelter or by injury, disease, or neglect ðis 
an animal who, more often than not, would have made a wonderful companion, if given the chance.  
 

Tremendous as the problem of pet overpopulation is, it can be solved if each of us takes just one small step, starting with n ot 

allowing our animals to breed. The S.N.A.P. account is low and we need your help to continue this program in our area. The    
animals in our care rely on us to be their voice. Please speak on their behalf and contribute to the S.N.A.P. program today.   

Girl Scout Troop #103

Girl Scout Troop #103

Girl Scout Troop #103   

Thanks!  
 

A year ago I adopted Cin-

namon. Her name is now 
Lady Bug. I just wanted 

to let you know she so 

dear to us. She has 
gained about 12lbs. She 

is very smart and has 
learned so many tricks.  
 

We have acreage so she 

has the run of the prop-
erty. She travels in the motor home with us. She even under-

stands the rules of the golf courseðno getting on the greens.  
 

I am happy that you are on the internet or I would have 
never found her. I drove to Yakima after looking at her on the 

web. Something told me she was the dog for me.  
 

Thank You So Much, 
Dee Gotch 

Lady Bug
Lady Bug
Lady Bug    

JakeJakeJake   

 

 



 

A Friendôs Note 
 

I adopted two puppies from your 

shelter last year in August. Their 
names were Wendy and Heidi 

(sisters). They are Shepherd/Chow 
mix. I thought I would share with 

you the blessing that they have 

become to our family. We named 
them Henna and Abby. Henna is 

the one that is all red and Abby 
has white socks and some black on her back. They have both been 

through several classes with a local trainer. Henna has already 
passed the Canine Good Citizen test and Abby is currently in the 

CGC class and will be tested on Tuesday July 24. I am attaching a 

photo that was taken a couple of weeks ago so that you might all 
see the good that is done through your shelter (Henna is on the 

left and Abby is next to the tree). I'm sure sometimes it gets a bit 
daunting to see all the sadness and not get to share in the joy af-

ter adoption takes place. Abby and Henna have filled a hole in my 

heart that was left when I lost my companion of 13 years last July 
25 and I can't tell you the blessing that they are.    
 

Please enjoy the photo and story. 
 

Theresa Bryant (Newport, WA) 

Henna & Abby
Henna & Abby
Henna & Abby   

From Visitoré.to Volunteer 
 

In the Summer of '06, concerned 

about disease and overpopula-
tion, I started rounding up the 

feral cats in my neighborhood.  
 

One by one I trapped 
and brought them to the Hu-

mane Society Shelter on my 
days off. It was in the course of 

this project that I  met the dedi-

cated staff and discovered the 
volunteer opportunities at the Shelter. I started by just visiting  in 

the Cat Room -- petting, comforting, brushing.  Then one day, 
Patsy Dye, the Director of Administration, said, "Honey, if you want 

to run yourself a  pan of warm water and shampoo their little paws, 
I'll show you where the supplies are." That was the day  I walked 

through the  portal between being a visitor and being a volunteer.  
 

Once I had access to things like running water, towels, pet sham-
poo, food and kitty litter, I was able to bring comfort to the shelter 

cats in a meaningful way. Some of my makeovers were quite dra-

matic and I started taking pictures of them which ended up being 
used on the PetFinder website. After almost a whole year of work-

ing with the cats and NEVER visiting the dog kennels, a fellow vol-
unteer encouraged me to take the plunge and go through that 

door into the dog area.  That was 

the day I started walking 
dogs. Helping out at the Hu-

mane Society has brought me 
joy that I have not experienced 

since the uncomplicated days of 

my childhood. If you have a few 
hours to give, please join us. It'll 

make you feel good all over!  
 

Vicki Rodgers 

Well, Hello Dolly (Adoption Story)  
  
Was THIS the shelter dog I wanted?  
 

She didnôt wag her tail, 
or beg me with her 

eyes to adopt her.   

She did not want to be 
held, or, it seemed, 

even petted. On a 
leash she pulled with a 

locomotive strength 

that was totally out of         
proportion to her size 

and bone-thin condi-
tion.   

 

She was a stray, a coffee-bean black mutt with very obvi-

ous Dachshund input, though the too -long legs and too-
short ears suggested some possible black Lab ñinfluenceò.  

Her name was Dolly. 
 

I had no clear idea what type of dog my husband and I 
should adopt, ñwhen the time cameò.  But for several      

reasons, this was not good timing.  That I was even         

confronting the adoption decision was my daughterôs do-
ing.  She had seen Dolly at PetSmart, one of several Hu-

mane  Society dogs (that were there for Saturday adop-
tion exposure), and had called me, saying, I ñjust hadò to 

come down and see this cute dog! 
 

So I sat there in the store, holding this unwilling lapful,    
explaining to nearby (and hopeful) Humane Society volun-

teers that I couldnôt adopt her right now, in any case. 

Then a friend stepped forward and said she would foster 
her until I could take her home. Such a generous offer....  
 

Fate nudged me up to the plate, and I said, ñOKò.... 
 

Funny how things work out.   That was four years ago. 
 

Today we canôt imagine life around our home without the 
daily antics of our two dogs - one big and yellow and built 

like a truck, and the other, Dolly, a short, dark drag-
ster! Her initial standoffishness ebbed away, but it took 

her a while to behave like she truly belonged. It was a 

whole year before she would abandon herself completely, 
and lie on her back and squiggle and wiggle and groan 

with simple, silly, feel -good doggy pleasure. 
 

And to think I hesitated 
on that Saturday after-

noon. Not that such de-

cisions should be easy - 
adoption should not be 

made without careful 
consideration of a lot of 

factors, as well as a will-
ingness to take on some 

serious responsibility. I 

knew that, and, thank-
fully, some things 

just seem meant to 
be.... 
 

Yes, funny and wonderful, how things turned out!  
 

Karen Allen 
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óTwas the night before Christmas and all through the town, 

the shelter is full of the cats and dogs that were found,  

Our names are all hung on our kennels with care,  
we hope and we pray for a new home we can share.  

Theyôll come to adopt us and give us the call, 
ñcome here Max and Jake - come fetch your new ball!ò  

But now we just sit here and think of the daysé 
when treated so fondly with our cute, baby ways,  

Once we were little, then we grew and we grew,  

Now weôre no longer young and weôre no longer ñnewò. 
So out the door we were thrown like the trash,  

We just needed training, why were they so rash?  
We ñjump on the children,ò ñdonôt come when they callò, 

ñwe bark when they leave usò and ñclimb over the wall,ò 

We should have been neutered, we should have been spayed,  
Now we suffer the consequence of errors THEY made. 

If only theyôd trained us, if only we knewé 
Weôd have done what they asked us and obeyed them too. 

We were left in the backyard, or worse, left to roam,  
And now weôre here, lonely, in search of a home.   

The kind workers come through with a meal and a pat,  

With so many to care for, they canôt stay for a chat, 
They move to the next kennel, giving each of us cheeré 

 

 
 

They dream for our future and a bright happy new year,  

We lay down to sleep and sweet dreams fill our heads 
Of a home filled with love and our own cozy beds.  

If you canôt adopt us and thereôs no room at your Inn 
Could you help with the bills and the food for our bin?  

We count on your kindness each day of the year 

Can you give more than hope to the forgotten pets here?  
The shelter that cares for us wants us to live,  

And more of us will, if more people would give.  
 

Author Unknown  

We appreciate your support!  


