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SNAP Attack: Reducing Pet Overpopulation  
 

970 and Counting -  That is the number of spay and 

neuter surgeries completed since the launch of this pro-
gram in 2005! A coalition of like -minded animal friendly 

organizations came together in 2005 to create a pro-

gram that helped reduce the pet overpopulation problem 
we face in Yakima County - thus the Spay and Neuter 

Assistance Program (SNAP) was born. Over the last 
three years $48,500 has been raised to support this pro-

gram - the average cost of a spay or neuter surgery 
through this program is about $50 - $55. The coalition is 

still strong and pursuing further funding for SNAP - ac-

tive members include: Barks Rô Us Rescue, Pawsitive 
Alliance, Yakima Valley Pet Rescue, and the Humane Society of Central Washington. All funds 

have been depleted ðwe need your help to continue this worthwhile program. Please 
Donate Today!  
 

Primary Goals of the SNAP Program are:  

º  Reduce the number of animals euthanized in Yakima 

County. 

º  Reduce the number of unwanted litters born each 

day in Yakima County. 

º  Reduce the number of owned animals at large in 

Yakima County. 

º  Reduce the number of complaints from the commu-

nity concerning undesirable animal behavior. 

º  Provide a safer and healthier community by reducing 

or ultimately eliminating the growing number of 
stray, unvaccinated, intact animals. 

Ü Provide a community resource for low-income families with pets. 
 

Tremendous as the problem of pet overpopulation is, it can be solved if each of us takes just one 

small step, starting with not allowing our animals to breed. The animals in our care rely on us to 
be their voice. Please speak on their behalf and contribute to the S.N.A.P. program to-

day.  

ñDOGTOBERFESTò - Fall Fundraiser  
Save the Date: Saturday -  October 25 th, 2008  

 

This yearôs annual fall fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday - October 25th, 2008. We are 

planning to make this years event the biggest and best ever. This year the event will be held at 
the Selah Civic Center. The evenings activities will include dinner, dessert, wine & beer, enter-

tainment, raffle, and a silent auction. For further information call us at 509 -457-6854. 

 

 

Please Remember  
 

It doesnôt matter how cute and ador-
able they are as kittens and puppies 

these animals grow up eventually and 

end up as strays in the streets. Be a 
responsible pet owneré. 
 

SPAY AND NEUTER YOUR PETS 



 

A Special Dog (and Family)  
 

Hi, my name is Missy (formerly known as the dog Matty). I look like a tri -colored Border 

collie. I would like to share with you my special story.  
 

When I was a young pup I found myself in an animal shelter in Yakima, Washington. While 
there, I was micro chipped and spayed. One day somebody adopted me but sadly about a 

year later I was found wandering the streets and brought back to the shelter. They called 
me a stray. The shelter called the phone number that was given at the time of my first 

adoption but it no longer worked. I had been back at the shelter for 2 weeks and looking 

for the right home.  
 

On Monday, the 28th of July 2008, I was the lucky one to find a new momé and family. My 

new home is a big house on top of a hill. I was not feeling very good when they adopted 
me so they took me straight to the doctor to see what was wrong. I had a very bad cough that the doctor called kennel cough. I 

was given medicine to start taking right away and it has helped me so muché. The first night in my new home I got to sleep on 

my very own bed in my mom and dadôs room. I tried to sleep with them but dad said to mom this would not be a good thing to 
start. I slept like a baby, did not move all night even though I was not feeling very well. My mom tells me all the time what  a 

good girl I am and rewards me with doggie treats. We go outside a lot but my mom keeps me on a leash for now because I do 
not know my new name well. Trust me; I do not leave her side no matter where she is! I do know what the word NO means but 

my new mom has decided to try and not use it much because when she did I fell to the floor and thought something very bad 

was going to happen to me. Both times, when it happened, my new mom would sit on the floor with me and pet me and tell me 
not to worry (and that) I was a good girl. I just could not use the carpet to potty on and I have not since!! My new mom says  I 

still have a sad look in my eyes but as I have started to feel better and more comfortable she sees a sparkle coming.  
 

On my second day in my new home my mom gave me a shower. I liked getting a shower and she said I did really well. The only 
time I will eat my dog food is when my mom will sit with me and help me eat but I am sure, as I feel better, I will be able t o 

help myself. I try my best to tell them thank you and they try their best to let me know how loved I am. I get to go to their  
house in the mountains soon. I hear it will be my job to keep the squirrels and chipmunks off the patio because they really l ike 

the fabric on the new outdoor furniture! I think that will be an easy job. My new mom thinks no one has really played or work ed 

with me much but within in a few hours of spending time with her I have learned to sit, lie down, stay and I am just starting  to 
shake hands with her. 
 

I feel like I hit the doggie lottoé but both my new mom and I are sad that there are so many dogs (still at the Shelter) looking 

for a new home.  
 

If you are reading this and are looking for a new friend in your life; check out your local animal shelters. There are a lot more 

wonderful dogs (and cats) looking for a special person to love them.  
 

Love Missy 
(Lori Watts - Proud New Mom - Story edited due to space) 

 

Blossom House: Where Seniors and Their Pets Stay Together...  
 

The Blossom House is a Senior Community with Assisted Living Concepts, a retirement home where senior citizens are allowed 

to keep their pets. Excited about being one of the very few retirement homes in Yakima county that allow pets, the Blossom 
House thought it would be a great idea to team up with the Humane Society to teach the importance of pets in our lives (and 

find some homeless pets a home too). When Linda Mackie, Residents Director, approached us about the event we were thrilled! 

The event was a great opportunity for us to educate the public about the importance of pets to a seniorôs mental and physical 
well-being. The turn-out was successful and 3 dogs from the shelter were adopted. There was plenty of entertainment with 

games, raffles, and refreshments. The Blossom House helped to raise more than $350.00 for the shelterôs pets. We would like to 
say ñThank Youò to the Blossom House and itôs staff for helping to make this a wonderful event. Our ñCongratulationsò goes out 

to Blossom House for realizing the importance of pets in the lives of people and for enabling the residents at their facility  to 
keep their life-long companions. 

 

  


