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Hands On Approach 
 

The shelter would like to welcome our newest staff member, Erica Engel-
Seaver. Erica started as a volunteer for the shelter months ago; her dedica-
tion and wealth of knowledge has led to her new position as Volunteer & 
Education Coordinator. She comes to us with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mathematics and a Master of Science in Outdoor Education from Ohio 
University. Erica has 10 years of teaching experience that includes design-
ing, developing and implementing curriculumτshe has extensive experi-
ence working with and training volunteers. 
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On The Road to Success 
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operations. The shelter strives for community involvement and better access to the programs we have 
available. We are always looking to implement new programs to further our mission. 
 

The shelter participates in several adoption events throughout the year, utilizes an ever growing network 
of rescues and shelters for transfers, and is a leading coalition member for the Spay/Neuter Assistance 
Program (SNAP) in Yakima County. These programs are vital to the success of our mission. In 2009 our 
Annual Live Release Rate (LRR), using the Asilomar Records equations, was 46.73%, up from 26.47% in 
2004, an increase of 20.26% over those five years. Simply, our euthanasia rate of pets in Yakima County 
has decreased by 20% in the past five years. 
 

As years go by and technology increases our productivity and accuracy we are better equipped to face the 
challenges of animal welfare. Through the accurate collection of data we are able to identify the areas that 
need to be addressed. Yakima County, no doubt, has an over abundance of animals and there is certainly a 
cat overpopulation crisis, the humane society is constantly at maximum capacity, adoption numbers are 
improving, but are still low and there are many unaltered cats roaming and repopulating. Statistics tell us 
that cats account for 69% of all euthanasia performed at the shelterτwe will be focusing on reducing the 
cat overpopulation crisis by implementing programs for Feral Cat Colonies and Trap Neuter & Release 
(TNR) in the future. 
 

The communities support and involvement will certainly help aid us in our mission to prevent pet over-
population and end animal suffering and cruelty. Our Volunteer & Education program is designed to get 
the community involved and educate our youth about responsible pet ownership while promoting com-
munity kindness and commitment to the welfare of animals. 
 

We are proud of past accomplishments and excited about the future of animal welfare in Yakima County! 
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A Project of Leadership Yakima  
 

Leadership Yakima is a program of the Greater Yakima Cham-
ber of Commerce that seeks to "develop and carry out a ten-
month adult education program which will create awareness of 
community institutions, how they work, and how the partici-
pants can become more involved."  
 

As part of this program, the class is divided into groups. Each of 
these groups is to come up with a project that will create new 
community connections and affiliations and strengthen the 
community by assisting a community program or business. As a 
result, six fellow classmates have decided to throw the first 
annual Fur Ball to benefit the Humane Society of Central Wash-
ington. 
 

We are honored and extremely grateful to this group for their 
dedication and ingenuity in making this event a successful one. 
Money raised will go to fund these and many other programs 
at the shelter: 

Adopt-A-Kennel 

Emergency Medical Fund 

Spay/Neuter Assistance Program (SNAP) 

Purchase of Portable Kennels 
 

These classmates have set the following primary goals: 

To raise a minimum of $14,000 for shelter programs. 

To expand the base of support for the shelter through 
individual donors, community partnerships and volun-
teers. 

Superstar Classmates 
Kate Baer, United Way of Central Washington 
Art Garza, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

Katie Heaverlo, Yakima Valley Visitors & Conventions Bureau 
Allison K'ang, Office of Rural & Farmworker Housing 

Chris Pauling, Prudential Almon Realty 
Michelle Smith, Catholic Credit Union 

 

If you, or your business, are interested in becoming a sponsor, 
donating an auction item, or pre-ordering tickets please contact 
Kate at 509.833.4654. Space is limitedτget your tickets today! 

���—�•�•�ƒ�‰�‡�����ƒ�Ž�‡���–�‘�����‡�•�‡�ˆ�‹�–�����ƒ�•�‹�•�ƒ�����‘�—�•�–�›�ï�•�� 
Spay Neuter Assistance Program (SNAP*) 

 

WHEN:  Saturday April 17th   9 a.m. �t 2 p.m. 

WHERE: Zillah Middle School Commons, corner of Cheyne & Cutler Roads (1301 Cutler Way) 
 

Hundreds of items including furniture, books 
kitchen items, clothes and much more!! 
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families to spay and neuter their pets. SNAP is a coalition of  
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For info. or to donate items contact Kristin 829-6316 (evenings)  
or the Humane Society at 457-6854 or  

email: information@yakimahumane.org 

Other Major Sponsors Include: 


